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What PETA is trying to prevent through euthanasia
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PETA has always supported and spoken openly about euthanasia. It is easy to throw stones at those doing the dirty work for society, but
euthanasia is a necessary evil until the massive animal overpopulation problem can be solved. We invite anyone who can offer a home
to any animal, pay for one or a hundred spay/neuter surgeries, or persuade others not to go to a pet shop or breeder, to please join us
in doing these things. In the last year, we have spayed/neutered more than 7,600 dogs and cats, including feral animals, many free of
charge and all others at well below our own costs. Support for this program is much needed.

To clarify, we do not run an adoption facility, although we do place animals, approximately 360 in the last year, despite having run out
of friends and family members to approach. We are a “shelter of last resort,” taking in and giving a painless death in loving arms to
animals who would otherwise have been shot with a .22 or gassed in a windowless metal box, which is what happened in North Carolina
before PETA offered free euthanasia services to agencies there. North Carolina has the second highest rate per capita of euthanasia in
the country—35 animals killed annually for every 1,000 residents—and most do not die a humane death. Sadly, the shelters we work
with have no adoption programs or hours set aside for adoption. At the Bertie County dog shelter, residents were throwing unwanted
dogs over an 8-foot-high fence, where they became infected or injured by other sick or aggressive dogs from whom they could not
escape. Bertie County also had no facility for cats and used to let them go to breed in the woods and fend for themselves until PETA
built a shelter for them this year. PETA has begged for years, through formal proposals and numerous meetings, to have the county
allow PETA to implement an adoption program as part of a larger picture of sheltering that would also include a spay/neuter program, a
humane education program, 24/7 emergency services, and rabies clinics. For more information on our efforts, please visit
http://www.helpinganimals.com/f-nc.asp.

We try never to take in adoptable animals unless we know we have a home for them—only those who are mange-covered, have
parvovirus, are injured, old, unsocialized from life on a chain, or unwanted and for whom there are no good homes available. We also
work at the roots, spending more than $240,000 in one North Carolina county alone, to provide shelter in winter for animals left out in
the cold, to spay/neuter, to get vet care for animals in dire straits, to send Bertie County’s one animal control officer to professional
training, to pay a cleaner to maintain two shelters, and much more.

We have always outspokenly advocated fixing the problems of overpopulation through practical methods. Sadly, those stories don’t get
coverage in the media.

We urge you to look closer and do your part to help us help these animals. For information and resources on how to do that, visit
HelpingAnimals.com.

Sincerely,

The PETA Staff

PETA.org
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